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cheng's i7th Route Army was to move to the north
of the Wei River. When this evacuation of Sian was
completed, General Ku Chu-tung, representing the
Military Commission at Nanking, was to move into
Sian and take Provisional Command. The Red Army
was to move back to its own area in the north of the
province; but it was generally understood that a real
agreement between the Reds and Nanking had been
struck, and that they would henceforth be supported
from Nanking as part of the regular forces of the
Government, The whole United Front policy was to
come up for discussion at the forthcoming Kuo-
mintang Congress; meantime, the National Salvation
movement in the North-west was to be protected and
supported by the authorities.
There was nothing very sensational about this, ex-
cept the part of it affecting the Red Army; and at best
this was a "goodwill understanding/' which amounted
to little more than a temporary truce. What interested
me more, at the moment, was the fate of my friends
in Sian.
It was hard enough to find any of them. For as
soon as the North-western troops began to withdraw,
much of the organisation which had existed in Sian
during the "fifty-five days'* broke up. Chang, who
had been promoted from his former paper to the
editorship of the largest daily in Sian, knew that he
would be automatically succeeded as soon as the Kuo-
mintang officials returned. And nearly everyone else
who had worked for the temporary "United Anti-
Japanese Council" was in the same boat.
But it was not just a question of losing their jobs.
For it was inevitable that there should be reprisals,